
Insurance Programs

Auto, Farm and Workers’ 
Compensation Insurance
Nationwide is the leading farm and ranch insurer in 
California, offering plans for farms and ranches of all 
sizes. Agricultural members receive up to a 15% discount 
on auto insurance and up to a 5% discount on farm 
insurance to a maximum of $500 per year. Members can 
also receive up to a 7.5% discount with no cap on workers’ 
compensation insurance when written as part of a farm 
package and subject to eligibility guidelines. Contact your 
local Nationwide agent or an affiliated independent agent 
for more details by visiting www.nationwide.com or call 
1-877-OnYourSide. 

Nationwide Pet Insurance®

Members receive a 5% group discount on coverage from 
Nationwide Pet Insurance. Visit any veterinarian, even 
specialists and emergency providers. Call 1-877-PETS-VPI or 
visit www.petinsurance.com. 

Nationwide Travel Insurance® 
With Nationwide Travel Insurance, members have access 
to affordable, flexible plans that will keep them traveling 
smart. Members receive a 3% discount on single trip plans. 
To receive a travel insurance quote or for more information, 
go to www.travel.nationwide.com/cafarmbureau.

CA FARMBUREAU

Now trending.

Join Today! 

Contact the member help desk at
1-800-698-3276 or visit: www.cfbf.com

Membership Benefits
F E D E R A T I O NF E D E R A T I O N

Enjoy the value and savings that your Farm Bureau 
membership has to offer. It’s just a little card, but it packs 
a big punch! Anyone—farmers or consumers—can join. 
For questions about membership benefits or to join, visit us 
at www.cfbf.com or call 1-800-698-3276.

Ag Alert® 

Giving producers the edge with news, research and marketing 
trends, this weekly newspaper is first in ag news. Learn more at 
www.agalert.com.

Agricultural members—In addition to receiving Ag Alert®, 
an annual subscription of California Bountiful® magazine 
can be purchased at the discounted rate of $10. To purchase 
your subscription, contact the member help desk at 1-800-
698-3276. Gift subscriptions are not available at this rate.

California Bountiful® 
Magazine and 
 Television

A lifestyle magazine and TV show with farm family profiles, 
recipes, gardening tips and more. Take a look 
 at www.californiabountiful.com.

Benefits of Your Membership

For Agricultural members

For Associate members

Happy holidays!

Ag Alert® will be on hiatus next week (Dec. 28). Our next 

issue will be published Jan. 4, 2017. In the meantime, 

please check the CFBF Facebook and Twitter feeds, 

and the Ag Alert and California Farm Bureau websites at 

www.agalert.com and www.cfbf.com, for breaking news.

Working for You

Our 2016 report describes value

of Farm Bureau membership
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Trees & Vines®

Dairy & Livestock®®

THE WEEKLY                       NEWSPAPER FOR CALIFORNIA AGRICULTURE

By Kevin Hecteman

The California High Speed Rail 

Authority believes it has a viable Central 

Valley route and funding plan—but op-

ponents disagree, and the project remains 

controversial in agricultural regions that 

would be affected by construction. 

The CHSRA board unanimously ap-

proved funding plans last week that cover 

a Central Valley leg from Madera to Shafter 

and the San Francisco-San Jose leg, home 

to Caltrain, a longstanding commuter-

rail operation. The plans are required for 

CHSRA to access money from Proposition 

1A, the 2008 bond measure governing 

CHSRA activities.

But Stuart Flashman, an Oakland-

based attorney representing project op-

ponents, announced at the CHSRA board 

meeting that he’s filing suit, claiming the 

See FLOWS, Page 14

See RAIL, Page 35

High-speed rail 

board approves 

plan, gets sued
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Grape harvest photo earns Grand Prize
In describing his winning image in this year’s contest, which 

depicts early-morning winegrape harvest, Lincoln said a vine-

yard before first light “makes for a very surreal environment 

and very dramatic moments.”

“What really matters is the collective process behind the 

(wine) product—everything from the farmers who manage the 

crop to the stories of the laborers and to the wildlife who call 

it their home,” he said.

To view more winning images from the contest, see Page 26.

Capturing a pre-dawn glimpse of a Napa County winegrape 

harvest, photographer Andrew Austin Lincoln took home the 

Grand Prize in the 2016 California Farm Bureau Federation 

Photo Contest.

It’s the second consecutive year Lincoln, of Napa County, 

earned the $1,000 top honor in the annual competition, which 

drew entries from Farm Bureau members throughout the state. 

His wide-angle, panoramic image of a chardonnay vineyard 

won the Grand Prize in the 2015 contest. 

AgAlert
Farmers describe 

problems with 

river-flow plan

By Christine Souza

People from the northern San Joaquin 

Valley left their farms, classrooms and lo-

cal  government 

buildings Monday 

to voice opposition 

to a plan by the State 

Water Resources 

Control Board that 

would affect the 

flow of water for 

the San Joaquin 

River and its tributaries—the Stanislaus, 

Tuolumne and Merced rivers. The board 

says the purpose of the plan is to leave more 

water in the tributaries during periods it 

considers key for at-risk native fish species.

At the third of a series of public meetings, 

Farming for  

the future
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Questions? Call the member help desk at 1-800-698-3276. For our most current benefit information, visit www.cfbf.com.

Grainger
Members can receive substantial 
savings on the millions of products 
offered by Grainger. They offer a long 

line of tools, lighting, motors and safety equipment. Grainger also has 
access to 285,000 repair parts produced by more than 550 leading 
original equipment manufacturers. With Grainger’s extensive product 
inventory, farmers can avoid the costly hassle of searching numerous 
suppliers for your tool and supply needs. As a Farm Bureau member, 
you have these services available to you:
• FREE SHIPPING on all products ordered!
• SAME DAY SHIPPING - In-stock orders placed directly with the branch 
or on grainger.com by 5:00 p.m. local time Monday-Friday will ship 
same day within the Continental U.S.
• One-Stop Sourcing for all of your hard-to-find MRO parts and supplies 
call 800-304-2802
• 24/7 Emergency Service - call 800-225-5994 (800-CALL-WWG)
Members can request a Grainger catalog or place an order by calling the 
Farm Bureau Member Support Line at 708-396-1900 or grainger.com.

Do it Yourself Discounts

Hertz
Hertz discounts are available to Farm 
Bureau members at participating 
locations in the U.S. and more than 150 foreign countries, 
operating from 7,000 locations. Make your reservations online at 
www.hertz.com or by calling 1-800-654-2210. 

Farm Bureau Prescription Discount Program
Earn discounts of up to 75% on brand name and 
generic prescription medications. This program is 
honored by more than 4,500 local, regional and 
national pharmacies in California and more than 

57,000 regional and national pharmacies. For more information, 
call the member help desk at 1-800-698-3276 or visit  
www.cfbf.com/benefits to download your discount card.

Avis
Avis Car Rental operates one of the world’s best-
known car rental brands with approximately 5,450 locations in 
more than 165 countries. Farm Bureau members always receive 
up to 25 % off Avis base rates.* In addition, enjoy additional 
offers** like dollars off, a complimentary upgrade, or a free 
weekend day. Visit www.avis.com/cafb or call 1-800-331-1212 to 
make a reservation. 

Vehicle Rentals

ClearValue Hearing
ClearValue Hearing’s Professional 
Hearing Network and Starkey have 
teamed up to offer a Hearing Healthcare Benefits Program 
exclusively for Farm Bureau members. Members can save up to 
60% off MSRP on Starkey Hearing Aids. For more information, 
visit www.clearvaluehearing.com or call 1-888-497-7447.

Keenan Direct
To help members navigate the 
changing health care landscape, Farm Bureau works with Keenan 
Direct, the largest privately held insurance broker in California, to 
provide unbiased guidance to help members find the coverage and 
value that best fits their health insurance needs. Contact them toll-
free at 1-855-422-3243 or online at www.CAFBHealth.com. 

Case IH
Farm Bureau members receive a 
manufacturer’s incentive discount  
of $300 - $500, depending on the tractor or implement acquired. 

Eligible members receive the following manufacturer discounts on 
purchases of the listed products:

Farmall Compact tractors (A & B) $300 per unit
Farmall Utilities – C, U & J series $500 per unit
Maxxum Series and Farmall 100A series $500 per unit
Self-propelled windrowers $500 per unit
Large square balers $500 per unit
Round balers $300 per unit
Small square balers $300 per unit
Disc mower conditioners $300 per unit
Sickle mower conditioners $300 per unit
Case IH Scout $300 per unit

Members must print out an authorization certificate at  
www.fbverify.com and present it to the Case IH dealer IN ADVANCE  
of the delivery of the acquired tractor or implement to receive the 
incentive discount. 

Travel Discounts

Farm Bureau members save 20% off published rates at almost 
6,300 Choice Hotels® worldwide! Save at participating Comfort 
Inn®, Comfort Suites®, Quality Inn®, Sleep Inn®, Clarion®, 
Cambria Suites®, MainStay Suites®, Suburban Extended Stay®, 
EconoLodge®, Rodeway Inn® and Ascend Hotel Collection®. For 
more details, call 1-800-258-2847 or visit www.choicehotels.com. 

Choice Hotels

Farm Bureau Bank
If you are in the market to 
finance or refinance, Farm Bureau Bank offers low-rate vehicle loans 
with no payments for up to 90 days. Inquire about the high-yielding 
Money Market and Certificate of Deposit accounts, or apply online for 
a Farm Bureau Bank MasterCard® credit card and receive an instant 
decision online. Call 1-800-492-3276 or visit  
www.farmbureaubank.com.

U.S. Dental Access
U.S. Dental Access is a network that 
provides access to over 169,000 
available dental practice locations. 

It’s a completely free discount dental program through Aetna. 
Members can visit www.dentallogin.com for a list of dental 
providers in your area.  

Health and Wellness

Banking

Budget
Farm Bureau members always save up to 
25 % off Budget base rates.* Plus, get other 

great offers** like dollars off, a free upgrade, or a free weekend 
day. Visit www.budget.com/cafb or call 1-800-527-0700 to make 
a reservation. Budget Car Rental is one of the world’s best-known 
car rental brands with approximately 3,350 locations in more than 
120 countries.

*Discount rates may vary between 5-25 %, depending on time of 
year, availability and other factors. 
**Farm Bureau discount may NOT be stacked with other corporate 
or membership discounts.



Questions? Call the member help desk at 1-800-698-3276. For our most current benefit information, visit www.cfbf.com.

Farm Employers Labor Service
Farm and ranch employers use Farm Employers 
Labor Service to reduce their costs and take the 
headaches out of complying with complicated 

employment laws and regulations. FELS® keeps you up-to-date 
on farmworker employment requirements with a Summary of 
Employment Requirements for California Ag Employers, HR Compliance 
Manual and Laminated Official Notices posters. All are designed to 
make sure you are in compliance every day, and all are available at 
a 20% discount to FELS subscribers. FELS also offers Farm Bureau 
members a $100 discount on enrollment. Call 1-800-753-9073.

AmeriGas
Farm Bureau members save $0.05 per 
gallon on propane deliveries, receive 
a complimentary service check and a No Run-Out Guarantee with 
automatic delivery. Additionally, members have access to: 
• 24 hour emergency services
• Online bill pay options
• $100 referral bonus for new customers
• Order deliveries online
Visit AmeriGas online at www.amerigas.com for additional information.

Propane Discount

Stretch your entertainment dollars at major amusement parks 
and attractions with a variety of discounts.

Aquarium of the Pacific
Get 10% off gift store purchases with coupon; Save $3 on adult 
and $1.50 on child (ages 3-11) general admission. Up to  
4 admissions. 
Great America 
Receive a variety of savings by purchasing your discounted 
tickets online. 
Knott’s Berry Farm
Receive a variety of savings for each season with discount 
coupon. 
LEGOLAND
Save between $10 - $15 on LEGOLAND Resort Hopper admissions 
to LEGOLAND® California, SEA LIFE® Aquarium, and LEGOLAND® 
Water Park.
San Diego Zoo 
Receive a $4 discount for tickets purchased online. 
Six Flags Discovery Kingdom 
Receive a variety of savings by purchasing your discounted 
tickets online. 
Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk
Discount tickets available online from February-October.

Theme Park Discounts

A4 Promotions & Incentives
Brand your business or showcase 
your Farm Bureau pride with 
A4 Promotions & Incentives. 
Members can receive up to a 20% discount on select customizable 
items. For more information or to order, visit  
www.farmbureaucompanystore.com or call 916-361-3682.

Business Services
California Grown

Farm Bureau members in California now have 
access to a 50% discount on California Grown 
branding and licensing for their agricultural 

commodities.* If you are interested in the program and are looking 
for more information about the California Grown branding, please go 
to the California Grown website at www.californiagrown.org or phone 
916-441-5302. *Some limitations may apply.

AirMedCare Network
REACH Air Medical Services LLC 
and CALSTAR—two of California’s 
preeminent air ambulance providers—are proud to be a part of the 
AirMedCare Network, which is an alliance among Air Evac Lifeteam, 
Med-Trans Air Medical Transport and REACH Air Medical Services, 
creating America’s largest air ambulance membership network. By 
becoming a member of AirMedCare Network, you will be covered by 
all AirMedCare Network providers in all of their service areas, which 
are ever-expanding. AirMedCare Network is pleased to offer group 
membership coverage to Farm Bureau members and their families 
for $55 per year. For more information on how to enroll as a  
Farm Bureau group member, please call 1-800-793-0010.

Wyndham Hotels

Farm Bureau members receive an additional 20% off the “Best 
Available Rate” at participating locations every time they 
travel: Baymont Inns and Suites®, Days Inn®, Knights Inn®, 
Hawthorn Suites®, Howard Johnson®, Microtel Inns  
and Suites®, Ramada Worldwide®, Super 8®, Travelodge®, 
Wingate by Wyndham® and Wyndham Hotels and Resorts®. 
Call their member benefits hotline at 1-877-670-7088 or visit  
www.wyndham.com and use the Corporate ID at the time of 
booking to receive discount. 

Caterpillar
Receive discounts ranging from $250 - $2,500 
on Cat agriculture construction equipment. 
Eligible equipment includes Cat skid steer 
loaders, compact and multi-terrain loaders, 
wheel loaders, telehandlers, backhoe loaders, hydraulic excavators 
and track-type tractors. In addition, Farm Bureau members will now 
receive a $250 credit on work tool attachments purchased with a 
new Caterpillar machine. Members must print out an authorization 
certificate at www.fbverify.com and present it to the Cat dealer IN 
ADVANCE of the acquired equipment to receive the incentive.

Western Square Industries
Farm Bureau members can receive 
a 10% discount on shade trailers 
that help farmers protect their employees from sun and heat. In 
addition, members receive a 5% discount on round pens, pasture 
feeders, cattle guards, canine kennels and “The Chicken’s Hilton” 
chicken coop. All discounts are applied to direct-from-manufacturer 
prices, ensuring that members receive the best price on the 
products. For more information, visit Western Square Industries 
online at www.westernsquare.com or call 1-800-367-8383.

Kelly-Moore Paints and Dunn-Edwards Paints
Farm Bureau members 
tackling painting projects 
can now spread their 
funds a bit further through these discount programs. Members 
can save up to 30% off at Kelly-Moore Paints and Dunn-
Edwards Paints store locations when showing their Farm Bureau 
membership card with the discount code.



All benefit programs are subject to change.
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Alameda (925) 449-1677
Amador (209) 295-3366
Butte (530) 533-1473
Calaveras (209) 772-2830
Colusa (530) 458-5130
Contra Costa (925) 672-5115
Del Norte (707) 951-0400
El Dorado (530) 622-7773
Fresno (559) 237-0263
Glenn (530) 865-9636
Humboldt (707) 443-4844
Imperial (760) 352-3831
Inyo-Mono (760) 387-2692
Kern (661) 397-9635
Kings (559) 584-3557
Lake (707) 263-0911
Lassen (530) 257-7242
Los Angeles (661) 274-9709
Madera (559) 674-8871
Marin (415) 663-1231
Mariposa (209) 742-5875
Mendocino (707) 462-6664
Merced (209) 723-3001
Modoc (530) 233-3276
Monterey (831) 751-3100
Napa (707) 224-5403
Nevada (530) 346-8146

Orange (714) 573-0374
Placer (916) 663-2929
Plumas-Sierra (530) 993-4550
Riverside (951) 684-6732
Sacramento (916) 685-6958
San Benito (831) 637-7643
San Bernardino (909) 875-5945
San Diego (760) 745-3023
San Joaquin (209) 931-4931
San Luis Obispo (805) 543-3654
San Mateo (650) 726-4485
Santa Barbara (805) 688-7479
Santa Clara (408) 776-1684
Santa Cruz (831) 724-1356
Shasta (530) 547-7170
Siskiyou (530) 842-2364
Solano (707) 449-8044
Sonoma (707) 544-5575
Stanislaus (209) 522-7278
Tehama (530) 527-7882
Trinity (800) 698-3276 
Tulare (559) 732-8301
Tuolumne (209) 533-8386
Ventura (805) 289-0155
Yolo (530) 662-6316
Yuba-Sutter (530) 673-6550

As a Farm Bureau member, you help to assure that California family 
farmers and ranchers can maintain their unique farm heritage, while 
producing the food and farm products we all depend upon.

To find out more about benefits, contact your county Farm Bureau 
office or call the member help desk at 1-800-698-3276.

HELPING YOU THROUGH EVERY SEASON.
Chevrolet is proud to present this exclusive $500 offer1 toward the purchase or 
lease of most 2016 and 2017 Chevrolet vehicles.

FARM BUREAU

$500 
CASH 
ALLOWANCE1 

EXCLUSIVE 

FOR ELIGIBLE FARM BUREAU MEMBERS.

1 Offer available through 5/31/17. Available on most 2016 and 2017 Chevrolet vehicles. Excludes 2016 Equinox L, Colorado 2SA and Spark EV; 2016 Malibu and Traverse L models, Cruze Limited L, Spark, 
SS and City Express, and 2016 Chevrolet Cruze L model. This offer is not available with some other offers. Only customers who have been active members of an eligible Farm Bureau for a minimum of 
30 days will be eligible to receive a certificate. Customers can obtain certificates at www.fbverify.com/gm. Farm Bureau and the FB logo are registered service marks of the American Farm Bureau 
Federation and are used herein under license by General Motors.

My Farm Bureau membership


